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Branciforte Middle School Dawn Redwood Tree Assessment 

Frank Ono 
International Society of Arboriculture 

Certified Arborist # 536 
Society of American Foresters Professional Member 48004 

1213 Miles Avenue 
Pacific Grove CA, 93950 

Telephone (831) 373-7086 
 
October 22, 2020 
 
Santa Cruz City Schools  
Trevor Miller, Director of Facilities 
133 Mission Street Suite 100 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
RE: Branciforte Middle School Dawn Redwood Tree Assessment 
APN: 009-241-03 
 
Mr. Miller; 
 
We were contacted by Mr. David Peartree of Belli Architectural Group because of a 
neighbor’s recent concerns regarding a Dawn redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides) 
and soil/root disturbances adjacent to the tree. Our involvement in this project has been 
intermittent, being consulted for several tree and construction-related issues mainly of the 
trees along Poplar Avenue where new landscaping was to be performed for an assessment 
of the effects of the treatment on the trees outside the gated area. The dawn Redwood was 
not called out to be part of that initial assessment.  
 
A field trip was taken on October 21, 2020, to observe what has taken place adjacent to 
the tree. The tree is located within a sodded planter space approximately 1800 square feet 
(40’x80’) with significant surface rooting with several large, damaged roots (most likely 
from lawn mowing). The area of current disturbance is approximately 480 square feet 
(40’ x 12’) where the sod and some surface roots were removed.  It is estimated that 
approximately 230 square feet of sod that was removed contained roots, therefore only 
12% of its roots have been disturbed. This is not enough to affect its stability or its health 
negatively.  
 
Currently, the condition of the tree appears to remain in good condition and health; the 
tree is a deciduous tree is in the process of readying itself for annual defoliation. Dawn 
redwood tolerates significant contractor pressure and transplant well (a good indication of 
their ability to tolerate root disturbances), therefore we do not anticipate that the tree will 
decline;  it will continue to grow and send out new shoots next spring.   
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Recommended actions to take place: 
 
1. Immediately clean up the area around the tree.  
2. Ensure that the tree receives adequate moisture ASAP. Water soils to get at least 3 to 4 

inches of water into the soil on the surface level. Mulch if possible. 
3. Monitor the health and stability of the tree. 
 
Thank you very much and please feel free to call if there are any questions or if I can be 
of further assistance. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frank Ono 
Certified Arborist # 536 
Society of American Foresters # 048004 
 
 
 
 


